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“This project is meaningful to both student-participants and to those who want to
know more about the ethnic minorities, about children. As their teacher, | saw
students’ different values and concerns from the way they design the picture, from
the colors they picked (and did not pick), from the working process in which they
described to me the context and development of their stories. While it is true that
students have gained much in how to create a story book of their own, teachers and
readers can in fact benefit much too, when we read their stories, with an open mind
to see the values hidden in their storyline and in the designs of pictures. It is
interesting to see, from their picture books, how these newly arrived children strive
to adapt to the new environment — Hong Kong, to see how much they are willing to
open up their minds in borrowing Hong Kong scenario into their stories; in situating
their dreams and hopes in the Hong Kong context. Children are showing positive
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attitudes in welcoming changes. On the other hand, in the context development, we
can also see confrontations, compromises, and contradictions between Hong Kong
and their own background cultures. Climax of stories are seen not in terms of the
plot development, where plots are usually simple and direct, but in terms of how
(and why) children choose and incorporate particular cultural elements in expressing
their voices, how children portray themselves, their family, and their nationality, in
the Hong Kong or in the global context. The stories are rich, colorful, embedded
with endless possibilities - only if you have as well an open-minded heart to read
them. Enjoy!”
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“As an education student, I'm glad that I've joined the programme. | have met some
more South-east Asian students outside classroom, and had informal chats with them.
It allowed me to get to know more about them. They are always sincere.

The programme was meaningful and worthwhile, I think. It was a good platform for
participants to share their own stories by drawing. That's really encouraging.
Meanwhile, they could practice their Chinese. It did not only promote cultural
exchanges, but also helped boosting the students' confidence.”

“Being a Chinese language teacher of non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) students, it is
often rather difficult to help them in written communication. Quite often in the
past, | just gave the written task (similar to composition) to my students, marked it
and returned it to them.  As such it has become quite a routine work and somehow,
| do not really know what kind of vocabularies the students really want to learn. |
was fortunate in having a chance to join with HKU staff to carry out the project of
picture book writing. At first, I was a bit concern as my students’ level was very
elementary. They might not be able to produce something so grand like picture
book. With the support of HKU staff, they were given an introduction on the idea
and content of picture book, and scaffolding with vocabularies and sentence
structures. Through the whole process, | have changed. At the beginning, | was
quite eager to give students guidance; | gradually become more and more confident
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that my students are capable of producing picture books with innovative ideas,
which I could never imagine before.

To make Chinese teaching effective to NCS students, it may be a good idea to teach
the vocabularies and sentence structures students want to learn.  Picture book
writing is a free writing, which allows students to use their creativity and
imagination to write with teacher’s guidance. No doubt, it is a kind of writing,
which may be a bit higher than students’ current level. Because of this challenge,
there will be more brainstorming, more demand for students to express their
thoughts and feelings and from which they will learn more vocabularies and
sentence structures (that they want to learn) and these vocabularies and sentence
structures will be embedded into their memory. They will learn more especially on
vocabularies and sentence structures. Seeing my students’ little achievement in
picture book writing, 1 am happy in teaching picture book writing to my
non-Chinese students, as it is a rewarding and fruitful experience. My students
learn more.  Apart from writing, some of them could even tell you the story that
they have written in Chinese and quite a number of them were motivated in writing
as they have produced the picture book, and they do comic book and script writing
afterwards. In fact, both my students and I have learnt during the process of

teaching and learning of picture book production.”
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